STRANGE  INTERLUDE

DARRELL

{Shortly and dryly)

We can't waste time being sentimental, Marsden! She'll
be down any minute, and I've got a lot to talk over with you.

(As Marsden seems again about to protest.)

Nina has a real affection for you and I imagine you have
for her. Then you'll want as much as I do to get her straight-
ened out. She's a corking girl. She ought to have every
chance for a happy life.

(Then sharply driving his words in)

But the way she's conditioned now, there's no chance. She's
piled on too many destructive experiences. A few more and
she'll dive for the gutter just to get the security that comes
from knowing she's touched bottom and there's no farther to
go!

MARSDEN
(Revolted and angry, half springs to his feet.)

Look here, Darrell, I'll be damned if 111 listen to such a
ridiculous statement!

DARRELL
(Curtly - with authority)

How do you know it's ridiculous? What do you know of
Nina since she left home? But she hadn't been nursing with
us three days before I saw she really ought to be a patient;
and ever since then I've studied her case. So I think it's up to
you to listen*